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May 7, 2009








Dear Student:





Congratulations! Your name was randomly selected to participate in a new program called SISTERS.  Sisters Informing Sisters About Topics on AIDS -- is a social skills training intervention aimed at reducing HIV sexual risk behavior among African American women.  It is a program developed by African American women for African American women and discusses dating, relationships, healthy sex practices, and works at improving women’s ability to effectively communicate with sex partners.





Jefferson Comprehensive Care System, Inc., along with Philander Smith College, The University of Arkansas at Pine Bluff, and Arkansas Baptist College have partnered together to offer this program, which consists of five (5), two-hour sessions delivered by peer facilitators. You have been selected to participate in either Session 1 or Session 3 with classes being held on the following days: 





Session 1: Mon, June 22; Tues, June 23; Thurs, June 25; Fri, June 26; and Mon, June 29


Session 3: Mon, Sept 21; Tues, Sept 22; Thurs, Sept 24; Fri, Sept 25; and Mon, Sept 28





Each session is from 6PM-8PM and will convene at UAPB in the Walker Research Conference Room. These sessions are gender and culturally relevant and include behavioral skills practice, group discussions, lectures, role-playing, a prevention video, and take-home exercises. If you agree to participate, you will be required to attend each session for the entire time. Additional benefits of being enrolled and completing each session of the SISTERS program include:





$65 in gift cards ($10 each session, $25 last session)


$30 in gas card ($5 each session)


SISTERS T-shirt (third session)


SISTERS   Jacket ($80 value last session)


Dinner at each session





Please review the enclosed brochure and letter of consent. We will need the consent signed and dated indicating that you are willing to participate in the program and agree to the requirements. If you have any questions, you can review our website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.jccsi.org/hivaids-programs/sisters/" ��www.jccsi.org/hivaids-programs/sisters/�. You can also contact me directly at 501-663-7166, ext 101. Again, congratulations on your selection to participate in this new program.  We look forward to your participation.





Sincerely, 


Michelle R. Smith


Michelle R. Smith, PhD MPH


SISTERS Program Advisor























